
The Nutcracker 

The Nutcracker ballet is based on a story of a young girl who dreams of a nutcracker prince and a 

fierce battle against a Mouse King with seven heads.  

This two-act ballet is a famous Christmas ballet and an annual holiday treat for the whole family. For 
many, the holidays wouldn't seem complete without attending a performance of The Nutcracker. 

Every year, 40% of ticket revenue comes from performances of The Nutcracker in popular American 

ballet organizations. 

    

  

Cinderella 

Although countless versions of the Cinderella story exist, the ballet is based on the original rags-to-

riches story. Cinderella is the endearing story of a young girl who finds love and happiness through 

her acts of kindness. The ballet is based on the fairy tale written by French storyteller Charles 

Perrault. 
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Coppelia 

This ballet classic, much like The Nutcracker, is a delightful performance for introducing young 
children to classical ballet. The story is about a doctor, Dr. Coppelius, who created a life-size 
dancing doll that the village becomes obsessed with.  

With three acts, the light-hearted and entertaining Coppélia follows the romantic games of 
sweethearts Franz and Swanhilda. 

 

Don Quixote 

This historical ballet is based on the epic masterpiece by Miguel de Cervantes. Don Quixote is a 

fiery tale of love, adventure, and loss, sure to excite the senses. In the story, the Don Quixote hero 

loses his wisdom from consuming an overload of romance stories. This leads Quixote to think he is 

a knight who must revive the golden age of chivalry. 

 Don Quixote closes with one of the most popular pas de deux in dance history, the grand pas de 

deux for lead characters Kitri and Basilio. 
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Giselle 

The story is about a young girl who is considered the most beautiful and best dancer in the village. 
With two sweethearts, she dies of a broken heart and gets summoned from her grave by a group of 
supernatural creatures.  

Considered one of the most popular ballets, Giselle is usually staged somewhere almost all of the 
time. The romantic ballet Giselle's ballet-blanc, or white ballet, has become a symbol of classical 
ballet. 

  

 

Sleeping Beauty 

This classic fairy tale is about a beautiful princess, Aurora, who is fascinated by a wheel and cursed 
by being put under a sleeping spell. The only way she can break the curse is by being kissed by the 

handsome prince. 
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Swan Lake 

Often considered the epitome of classical ballets, Swan Lake is a tale of love, betrayal, and the 
triumph of good over evil. Swan Lake tells the story of Odette, a young girl doomed by an evil 
sorcerer. 

  

A spell is cast over her, condemning her to be a swan during the day and a human only at night. 
Odette is the queen of the swans, the most beautiful of all. In order to break the spell, a young man 
must acclaim his undying love for her. 

Romeo and Juliet 

Considered the greatest love story of all time, is based on Shakespeare's classic tragedy of young 
love. The story is based on a true story of two lovers who died for each other in Verona, Italy in 1303. 
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